
I n t r o d u c t i o n  

I n  the  nove l  “The  Pos i t i ve  P r ince ”  unde r  the  “Famous  Ta les ” ,  ed i t ed  by  Mary  

Wa lke r ,  we  look  in to  the  j ou rney  o f  the  re l a t ionsh ip  be tween  a  s t a tue  and  a  

swa l low  as  they  g row even  c lose r  to  each  o the r .  I n  the  f i e ld  o f  p sycho logy ,  

“A t tachment  Theo ry ”  desc r ibes  an  in te res t ing  dynamics  o f  these  t ypes  o f  

r e l a t ionsh ips .  Fo r  one ,  th i s  can  be  app l i ed  to  the  in te rp re ta t ion  beh ind  the  

s ta tue  and  the  swa l low ’ s  a t t r ac t ion  pa t te rns  i n  “The  Pos i t i ve  P r ince ” .  

T h e  D y n a m i c s  o f  t h e  R e l a t i o n s h i p  

  Acco rd ing  to  the  concep t  beh ind  the  A t tachment  Theo ry ,  the  re l a t ionsh ip  

tha t  ex i s t s  be tween  the  lone l y  s t a tue  and  the  ac t i ve  swa l low  can  be  

cons ide red  a s  s im i l a r  to  tha t  o f  a  ch i ld - ca reg ive r  r e l a t ionsh ip  (APA ,  2004 ) .  

The  swa l low  se rves  a s  the  ca reg ive r ,  wh i l e  the  s ta tus  can  be  cons ide red  a s  

the  ch i ld .  Take  no te  tha t  i t  i s  the  dynamics  o f  the  ac tua l  r e l a t ionsh ip  

be tween  the  two  wh ich  i s  qu i te  s im i l a r  to  the  ch i ld - ca reg ive r  r e l a t ionsh ip .  

S im i l a r l y ,  t he re  i s  a l so  no  connec t ion  w i th  the i r  a c tua l  age .  

The  A t tachment  Theo ry  a l so  sugges t s  tha t  the  moment  the  ch i ld  s t a r t s  to  

p red i c t  some  pa t te rns  w i th  h i s  o r  he r  ca reg ive r ,  t he re  w i l l  be  an  expec ted  

tu rn  to  the  re l a t ionsh ip .  The  connec t ion  w i l l  now s ta r t  to  deve lop  some  

d i f f e rences  be tween  the  ind i v idua l s ,  mak ing  the i r  r e l a t ionsh ips  qu i te  

d i f f e ren t  f rom tha t  o f  o the r  r e l a t ionsh ips .  Th i s  pa r t i cu la r  s cena r io  was  

eas i l y  ev iden t  i n  “The  Pos i t i ve  P r ince ”  the  moment  the  re l a t ionsh ip  s t a r t s  

to  deve lop ,  coming  f rom an  awkward ,  hes i t an t  s t a te ,  t o  tha t  wh i ch  i s  more  

secu re .  As  the  two  cha rac te r s  s t a r ted  to  bond  w i th  each  o the r ,  the re  have  

been  changes  in  the  way  in te rac t ion  happens .  
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T h e  A t t a c h m e n t  P a t t e r n  o f  t h e  S t a t u e  

  A t  the  s ta r t  o f  the  s to ry ,  the  a t t achment  pa t te rn  o f  the  s ta tue  i s  tha t  o f  

someone  who  i s  qu i te  anx ious .   Howeve r ,  a s  t ime  passed  by ,  a s  the  s to ry  

con t inues  to  deve lop ,  tha t  pa t te rn  s t a r ted  tu rn ing  to  be ing  someth ing  tha t  

i s  more  secu re .  Even tua l l y ,  t he  s ta tue  s ta r ted  showing  some  s igns  and  a  

pa t te rn  o f  be ing  anx ious ,  a s  shown  in  the  way  i t  has  become  exagge ra t ing l y  

c l i ngy  to  the  swa l low .  A t  a  ce r ta in  po in t  i n  t ime ,  the  swa l low  even  sought  

fo r  cons i s ten t  r eassu rance  f rom the  swa l low .  

I n  “The  Pos i t i ve  P r ince ”  the  s ta tue  cons i s ten t l y  begs  fo r  the  a t ten t ion  o f  

the  swa l low ,  a sk ing  h im  to  s t ay  a l l  th roughout  the  n igh t .  Th i s  happens  

eve ry  day ,  showing  how the  s ta tue  ac tua l l y  f ee l s .  The  s ta tue  shows  some  

s igns  o f  f ea r  tha t  one  day ,  the  swa l low  migh t  l eave  h im  any  t ime .  As  t ime  

passed  by ,  the  s ta tue  s ta r t s  to  pu t  t ru s t  on  the  swa l low  even  more .  When  

tha t  happened ,  the  a t t achment  pa t te rn  a l so  changed  f rom fee l ing  anx ious  

to  tha t  o f  be ing  secu re .  

Towards  the  end  o f  the  s to ry ,  the  s ta tue  con t inue  to  p ro tes t s  about  the  

absence  o f  the  swa l low .  S t i l l ,  i t  a ccep t s  the  f ac t ,  and  f ee l s  comfo r ted  eve ry  

t ime  the  swa l low  re tu rns .  Howeve r ,  when  the  swa l low  f ina l l y  d i e s ,  the  

s ta tue  cannot  bea r  l i v ing  w i thou t  h im ,  thus  dy ing  a s  we l l .  Th i s  s cena r io  

shows  tha t  the  s ta tue  s imp ly  r eve r ted  back  to  i t s  anx ious  pa t te rn .  

T h e  A t t a c h m e n t  P a t t e r n  o f  t h e  S w a l l o w  

  S t i l l  mak ing  use  o f  the  A t tachment  Theo ry ,  the  a t t achment  pa t te rn  o f  the  

swa l low ,  a s suming  the  ro le  o f  the  ca reg ive r ,  i s  one  tha t  i s  c l a s s i f i ed  a s  a  

secu re  a t t achment  pa t te rn .  The  swa l low  g i ves  a  f avo rab le  r e sponse  to  the  

s ta tue  in  an  app rop r i a te  way ,  even  t ime ly  a t  tha t .  Th i s   i s  ev iden t  i n  seve ra l  

s cena r io s  w i th in  the  tex t ,  a s  the  swa l low  ca r r i e s  the  t a sks  p rompt l y .  Fo r  

i n s tance ,  the  swa l low  ca re fu l l y  p i cked  the  ruby  f rom the  sword  o f  the  

s ta tue ,  de l i ve r ing  a  beau t i fu l  g i r l ,  and  re tu rn ing  p rompt l y  to  spend  the    



n igh t  by  the  s ta tue ’ s  s i de .  The  moment  when  the  

swa l low  was  no  longe r  su re  whethe r  o r  no t  he  

shou ld  con t inue  to  do  wha t  the  s ta tue  wanted  h im  

to  do ,  he  was  a lways  the re  to  ca r r y  ou t  w i th  the  t a sks .  

C o n c l u s i o n  

  The  s to ry  beh ind  “The  Pos i t i ve  P r ince ”  h igh l igh t s  the  re l a t ionsh ip  be tween  

a  s t a tue  and  a  swa l low ,  fo l l ow ing  a  se r i e s  o f  even t s  i n  the i r  eve ryday  l i f e .  

When  connec t ing  i t  w i th  psycho logy ’ s  A t tachment  Theo ry ,  bo th  o f  the  

cha rac te r  showed  pa t te rns  tha t  a re  c l ea r ,  i nc lud ing  the i r  r e l a t ionsh ip  

dynamics  (Mad i son ,  2004 ) .  
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